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Ward Cunningham reflects on the history, motivation
and common misunderstanding of the "debt
metaphor” as motivation for refactoring.
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The RSpec Book

Behaviour Driven Development
with RSpec, Cucumber,
and Friends
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It is like a finger
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Software
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Code Ruby
Be Happy!
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Chad Fowler

My Books

How Ruby Mixins Work With Inheritance

Yesterday | asked on Twitter whetner anyone was successfully using is_paranoid in a Rails application, because | had confuse

The problem | was having wasn't is_paranoid’s fault, but it turns out it actually can’t do what | wanted it to do in its native state
from hearing, so here it is.

Briefly, an explanation of is_paranoid: if you declare an ActiveRecord model to be paranoid, whenever you attempt to delete th
deleted. is_paranoid uses default_scope to filter out soft-deleted records in your gueries. So you can act as if records are dele
familiar, you might be thinking of acts noid, which is Rick Olson’s original implementation of this idea.

What | wanted to do for the specific application I’'m working on is to declare that every model should inherit the is_paranoid bel
inheritable accessor setup:

class ActiveRecord: :Base
is paranoid
end

But when | tried to destroy an instance of (for example) Person, the regular ActiveRecord destroy code was invoked and the re

So | cracked open the code to is_paranoid and found this perfectly reasonable idiom:
def is paranoid opts = {}

include InstanceMethods
end

module TnstanceMethods
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